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Four Book Reviews 

 
of 

 

Tiffany’s Handbook on The Law of 
Persons and Domestic Relations. 

 

(Second edition, 1909) 
 

by 

 
Roger W. Cooley 

 
Roger William Cooley was on the faculty of a law school for much of 

his adult life.  An 1882 graduate of the University of Michigan Law 

School, he was employed for many years by West Publishing 

Company in St. Paul, Minnesota.  From 1906 to 1911, he was also on 

the faculty of the St. Paul College of Law. During these years  he 

produced an enormous quantity of law books, all published by West. 

They include the five volume Briefs on the Law of Insurance (1905). 

In 1909 he undertook a different project —preparing the second 

edition of Walter C. Tiffany’s Handbook on Law of Persons and 

Domestic Relations,  first published in 1896 by West as part of its 

Hornbook series   (Walter C. Tiffany must not be confused with 

Francis Buchanan Tiffany, a St. Paul lawyer, treatise writer and 

founder of the St. Paul College of Law). 

Roger Cooley went on to serve as the Dean and a Professor of Law at 
the University of North Dakota Law School.  In 1913, while on the 
faculty of North Dakota Law School, West published Illustra-
tive Cases on Persons and Domestic Relations, a companion to his 
revision of Tiffany’s hornbook. 
 

He died on November 7, 1931, at age seventy–one.  The following 

notice appeared in the Michigan Alumnus Journal: 
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38 The Michigan Alumnus 308  (January 30, 1932) 

 

 

 

+ - +  

 

 

Professor Cooley’s edition of Tiffany’s Handbook on domestic 

relations was reviewed in The Central Law Journal, Georgetown Law 

Journal, Harvard Law Review  and The Green Bag.  Those four 

reviews follow: 



3 

 

  69 The  Central Law Journal 211 (September 10, 1909) 

 

 

5 Georgetown Law Review 55 (February 1917) 

Handbook on Law of Persons and Domestic Relations.  
By Walter C. Tiffany. Second edition by Roger W. Cooley,  
West Publishing Company, 1909. 
 
Illustrative Cases on Persons and Domestic Relations.  
By Roger W. Cooley, Professor of Law, University North  
Dakota. West Publishing Company, 1913. 
 
Professor Tiffany's treatment of the subject of Domestic 
Relations was so well received as to require a second 
edition. The well-known plan of the Hornbook Series of 
prefacing each subdivision of the subject with a concise 
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statement of the law in large type, followed and illustrated 
by a fuller treatment of each subdivision is adhered to. 
 
The general plan of the author in treating the subject is to 
thoroughly state the common law followed by a discussion 
of the numerous statutory changes and the judicial inter-
pretations of such enactments. 
 
The author divides the subject into five parts: Husband 
and Wife; Parent and Child; Guardian and Ward; Infants, 
Persons Non-Compos Mentis and Aliens and Master and 
Servant. He concisely, yet exhaustively, treats each with 
numerous and well selected cases to illustrate and 
support the doctrine of the text. Particular attention is 
paid in the second edition to the treatment of the law with 
reference to separate property of married women and the 
extraterritorial effect of divorce. 
 
The work is a distinct contribution to the law of Domestic 
Relations, valuable not only to the student, but, because of 
the numerous and well selected references, to the general 
practitioner as well. 
 
The volume of selected cases  on  the subject by Pro-
fessor Cooley, issued by the publishers to accompany the 
Handbook, renders the treatment of the subject helpful to 
the student as well as the instructor, whether his method 
of study or instruction be the lecture or the case book 
system. 
 

John E. Laskey.  
Professor of Domestic Relations.  

Georgetown Law School. 
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23 Harvard Law Review 157-158 (1909) 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2 The American Law School  Review  534  (Winter 1911) 
 

The American Law School Review was another product of 
West Publishing Company.  It reprinted previously 
published articles of interest to law schools including this 
review in of Cooley’s book on domestic relations from The 
Green Book.  
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